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Response
In Numbers

• Currently there are 6,212 
personnel deployed and 
responding to the spill. 

• 569 personnel deployed in 
Mississippi

• A total of 25,803 samples have 
been collected by MDEQ

• More than 10,236 water and 
sediment samples have been 
taken throughout the Gulf

• More than 1,828 tons of recycled 
waste have been recovered

• Every seafood sample from 
reopened waters has passed 
testing for oil and dispersant 
contamination

• More than 16,523 tons of tarballs
have been removed from the 
Mississippi shoreline (that’s 1,650 
dump truck loads)



Response
In Numbers

Other Accomplishments 

• Over 955,000 ft of boom 
deployed in defense of 
Mississippi’s critical areas and 
then removed (180 miles)

• MDEQ staff continue to walk 
miles of shoreline every day to 
monitor BP’s progress and 
insure protection of our state 
ecosystem

• Over 800 hours of flight time 
and over 334 sorties of flights 
were logged for oil response in 
conjunction with our MS 
National Guard

• MDEQ continues to staff the Gulf 
Coast Incident Management 
Team in New Orleans, LA

• MDEQ staff continues to 
participate in Shoreline Cleanup 
Assessment Teams (SCAT)



Response -Shoreline Oiling Status



Response -Shoreline Work Status



Response –Barrier Island Shoreline 
Level III Work Plans



Response –MS Barrier Island
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The Natural Resource Damage Assessment (NRDA) is a 
legal process outlined in the Oil Pollution Act of 1990. 
NRDA’s  primary goal is restoration of the loss and for the 
loss of the natural resource. 

Natural
Resource
Damage

Assessment



Assessment focuses on a wide range of natural resources. 
Experts from around Mississippi are focused on specific 
ecosystems in order to establish injury.

• Birds
• Fish and other Marine Life
• Marine Mammals and Sea Turtles
• Toxicity
• Submerged Aquatic Vegetation
• Chemistry and Sampling
• Shoreline
• Water Column
• Human Use/Lost Recreational Use
• Data Management/GIS
• Aerial Imagery
• Terrestrial and Aquatic Mammals
• Sediment 
• Legal 

Injury
Assessment



NRDA 101



• Restoration Planning

• Identification of Projects

• Project Implementation

• Determine the lost recreational 
use of the natural resources due 
to the spill 

Restoration 
and 

Recovery



Implement Restoration Plan

• Coordination of efforts with 
Federal, State and local 
agencies, other Trustees, and 
the responsible parties

• Keep the public informed 
throughout the process and 
obtain valuable input. 

• Responsible parties pay for 
assessment and restoration 
costs

Restoration 
and 

Recovery



•• Focus on RestorationFocus on Restoration

•• Follow the NRDA Legal ProcessFollow the NRDA Legal Process

•• Apply Relevant Science and TechnologyApply Relevant Science and Technology

•• Develop a Common Vision and Develop a Common Vision and 
Coordinated EffortCoordinated Effort

•• Get the Public Involved Early Get the Public Involved Early 

•• Maintain Realistic Expectations Maintain Realistic Expectations 

Five Keys for Successful NRDA Five Keys for Successful NRDA 

Moving 
Ahead 



For More Information Visit: 

www.deq.state.ms.us/NRDA 



What Lies Behind Us and What Lies Before Us 
are small matters compared to what lies within us. 

– Ralph Waldo Emerson 


